THE STORY OF PETERS

Came the Bolshevist coup d'etat and the over-
throw of the provisional government and Dzierjinsky
always a man of strategy, recognised the need for a
speedy change of colour from Social Democratic
pink to Bolshevist red if he was to be amongst the
favoured in the eyes of the people. He adjusted
himself with the rapidity of light, as it were, and the
lightning change was not in vain, for he was received
into the Red fold with open arms. Peters needed
no introduction to the Bolshevics, his record was
quite lurid enough in foreign countries as they well
knew.

The Bolshevicki needed all the support they could
muster to their standard in those days. The more
desperate the man the better they liked him. One
must remember that Lenin and his confederates
had come into power not by numerical strength
but by popular slogans handed out to a war-worn
and revolution weary people. Slogans which worked
the populace into a Red enthusiasm, whilst it raged
at fever pitch, grasped the opportunity and seized
the governmental offices and organisations and
declared the new Government of the land. The
Soviet of Peoples Commissars was a fact.

Lenin quickly realised that Soviet power could
not weather the stormy days ahead if some method
of counteracting the pendulum of public opinion
was not put into action as soon as possible. The small
numbers of the Bolshevic Party were anything but
an asset, no matter how unscrupulous and confident
they might be. Probably the annals of the French
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